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CTxPHC Christmas Party  
By: Paula Kaisner  

       

 

Saturday, December 5 th  brought another glorious Central Texas Parrot 
Head event with our annual Christmas party!  We had over 50 members 

show up in their tropical and/or Christmas flair to share good tidings with 
the PHlock.  Santa Bruce Johnson was kind enough to host the event 

along with his little elf helpers, Helen Knopp and Ron Barr who provided 
many appetizers and BBQ feast.  Many other members shared great 

dishes including Darla Alverezôs famous apple cake! 

 
Laura Fritz, announced the 2010 Board of Directors which included new 

Board member Kristi Burns who will be serving as Philanthropy Director.  

We also had our new member initiation which include about 10 new mem-
bers taking the Parrot Head oath and drinking the famous ñconcoctionò! 

 

As always we had the white elephant gift exchange.  There were several 
gifts that were stolen before being frozen and we are happy to announce 

that this year, our Head Fruitcake Robin Millings, got the great honor of 
going home with the reindeer poop!  

 

This is always a wonderful event and this year was no exception.  Cheers 

to a wonderful 2010 new year which will continue to bring many great 
Parrot Head events which includes next yearôs Christmas party which will 

be hosted by Keith and Kristi Burns in Cedar Park!  

 

Have a safe and happy holiday season!  
 

Paula  
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The Wino & I Know!  

A Wino Learns About Beer  
Randy McCrea, CSW 

 

 I was talking a few days ago with the Head Wino when the subject of beer came up.  ñIsnôt beer 
made by the fermentation process, just like wine, asked HW.  Yes, I said, but with wine you start with 
grapes or other fruits which provide the sugar that is turned into alcohol by yeast.  With beer, you start 
with a starch (grain) and have to turn that starch into sugar first before you can go to the fermentation 
step. 
 
 First you start with a grain, usually barley.  (Other grains such as rye, rice, or wheat can be used, 
but donôt usually provide the consistency of barley.  I tasted some natural barley and it reminded me of 
the cereal Grape Nuts.)  Before the brewer gets the grain, it usually has been ñmalted,ò a process of 
wetting and sprouting the barley, then dry roasting it.  This is where the term ñbarley maltò comes from.  
Dark ñmaltsò are roasted longer and/or at a higher temperature than light malts. 
 

To kick off the brewing process, various types of malts (depending on the desires of the brew 
master) are poured into a grain mill which crushes the husks.  The ground grain, called ñgrist,ò is then 
fed into a large stainless steel vat called a ñmash tunò where hot water (about 150 degrees F) is sprayed 
on the grist, forming a soup-like ñmash.ò  This mash is stirred repeatedly with a wooden paddle and as 
the mixture steeps, the starch is turned into sugar by the action of the hot water.  More hot water is 
sprayed on the mixture and the liquid is pumped back through the bed of mash to ensure good mixing 
and full exposure of the grain to the water.  The resulting liquid is called ñwortò and is clear, sweet to the 
taste, and the color of the final beer.  (The wort I tasted at a brewery was slightly red in color and, sure 
enough, tasted like sweet, warm, cereal). 

 
After about an hour, the wort is pumped off the settled mash to the brew kettle.  Here it is brought 

to a rousing boil and hops are added to impart bitterness (to offset the sweetness) and aromatics to the 
beer.  The hops also add a ñfloweryò note to the beer and also provide some antibacterial qualities.  Af-
ter a while, the wort is pumped through a heat exchanger where the temperature is brought down to 
about 65 degrees F.  (To save energy, the cooling water that has become heated in the heat exchanger 
is stored in the ñhot water back,ò and used again.) 

 
Now comes the alcohol-producing part.  The wort is pumped to large, tall, stainless steel tanks.  

Carefully chosen yeast is introduced and the fermentation process begins.  The primary fermentation 
process takes about five days with the temperature held at 65 degrees.  When the primary stage is 
complete, the temperature is lowered to about 32 degrees and the beer is ñconditionedò for another 
seven to ten days. 

 
After proper conditioning and removal of the yeast, the beer is transferred to serving tanks and is 

ready to be served or bottled or put in kegs.  Depending on the malts, hops, and yeasts chosen by the 
brew master, you end up with the two sides of the beer family tree:  Lagers or heartier Ales. 

 
ñWow,ò said HW, ñthat is quite a process.  Iôm impressed.  Quite a few more steps than making 

wine, but equally complex and requiring a lot of skill.  I think Iôll have a cold one, if you donôt mind.ò 
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Newbies Corner  
By: Connie Gray  

We are fortunate that our club is growing all the time!  Many of our members are ònewly hatchedó par-

rotheads.  We recently realized that many of you do not know what some of the various acronyms mean as 

you read e-mails, and may not be aware of some of the resources that are available to you ð to answer 

those questions that bother you so! 

Letõs start at the beginning with a history lesson.  The national organization is PHiP (Parrotheads in Para-

dise).  The purpose of the organization is to promote the international network of Parrot Head Clubs as a hu-

manitarian group sharing information and social activities for mutual benefit. The organization will engage in 

activities that are charitable, educational and that promote the general welfare of the community. Parrot 

Heads in Paradise, Inc. is a Not-For-Profit Corporation, whose purpose is to assist in community and environ-

mental concerns and provide a variety of social activities for people who are interested in the music of 

Jimmy Buffett and the tropical lifestyle he personifies. 

This madness started with one club in Atlanta (founder, Scott Nickerson) and has blossomed to a network of 

over 200 clubs around the U.S. plus international clubs based in Canada, Europe, the Caribbean and Austra-

lia. 

Each year, PHiP holds a national convention called Meeting of the Minds (MOTM).  The event was originally 

held in New Orleans, but the attendance each year quickly grew to the point that it needed to be moved to a 

new location.  Meeting of the Minds is currently held in Key West, FL with the Casa Marina Resort being 

òhome base.ó  It is always scheduled the week following Fantasy Fest, generally late October or early Novem-

ber. 

Registration for the event gains you entry to the Casa, where you can enjoy the best of performers each day 

and night, a very special and unique mini-mart, and attend break out sessions and meetings where a great 

deal of information and ideas are shared. 

Trop-rock musicians phlock to the island during MOTM and also play at many of the local venues.  It is so 

much phun! 

You can register on-line, or mail in your registration beginning in January 2010.  Registrations are non-

refundable, non-transferable and limited to the first 3500 folks who pay the fee. 

All information about MOTM can be found at the PHiP website:  http://www.phip.com/MOTM.asp  

You can also find important information about PHiP at the PHiP website:  http://www.phip.com/Index.asp  

This includes the Tradewind Times, which is a quarterly newsletter with all kinds of articles about what is go-

ing on in the parrothead nation.  Check out the club leaders page, and locate the òjoin our mailing listó 

where you can join the club membersõ e-mail groups. 

Hopefully, some of you have found this article to be helpful.  We will bring further information to you in future 

editions of the TOTI (Tuesday on the Island!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.phip.com/MOTM.asp
http://www.phip.com/Index.asp
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Keep Austin Beautiful  
By: Katy Ruzicka  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We just finished our first full year of Keeping Austin Beautiful on our adopted stretch of 
Red River, between 38th and 45th streets.  Per our agreement with KAB, we took time 

out to clean up the road once each quarter this year.   

 

Our first clean up of the year was in January, followed by lunch at Hyde Park Bar and 
Grill.  In April, we took time out from our busy Pirate's Ball weekend to clean our stretch 

of road.  We cleaned early in the morning in August to avoid the heat, then met up at Fly-
ing Saucer for lunch, drinks, and a great general club meeting.  Our final clean up of the 

year was in November, and we followed that with another lunch at Flying Saucer.  

 
At each clean up, we have been averaging 15 to 20 participants, and with that many vol-

unteers, it takes less than an hour to scrub the area clean.  There are always lots of inter-
esting finds, including a tire, a hub cap, six unburned votive candles, loose change, and 

even a debit card!   

 

We plan to continue the tradition into 2010, so keep an eye out for Evites and come join 
us.  It's a fun time, really makes a difference, and it's always nice when passersby honk 

in appreciation!  
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CTXPHC Phlocking  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Texas Parrot Head Club 
7th Annual Pirateôs Ball 

 

April 9, 10 & 11, 2010 
 

Yo ho, yo ho, a piratesô life for me!  

Costumes are encouraged but not required.  

 

Online registration at  
www.ctxphc.com/Event_PB2010.asp  

 

Registration is $60 for the entire event!  

 

Registration fee includes admission plus:  

 

** Friday Night Warm-Up with Live Music Bob Karwin ** 

** Saturday Afternoon Pool Party with Jerry Diaz ** 

** Saturday night Ball with Boat Drunks**  

** Sunday Farewell Brunch ** 

 
Overnight guests contact:  

The Wyndham Gardens Hotel  

3401 South IH35  

Austin, Texas  

(512) 448-2444 

(Ask for the Parrothead Rate of $109 per night) 

http://www.wyndham.com/hotels/AUSWC/main.wnt   

http://www.ctxphc.com/Event_PB2010.asp
http://www.wyndham.com/hotels/AUSWC/main.wnt
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CTxPHC PHlockings!  

Those to Blame...  

Our Sponsors  

And Those that  

Blame Us!  

 

First Ever CTXPHC Beer Tasting  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, January 9 th  at 6:40  
 

Okay for all of you beer drinkers we are going to give you a break 
from inviting you to all of the Parrot Head wine tasting parties and 

throw a beer tasting party this time.    
 

We will have some light appetizers to share, please feel free to bring 
one too!  

 

PLEASE BE KIND ENOUGH TO RSVP TO THE EVITE YOU RECEIVED EI-
THER WAY!  

 
Parrothead Hockey Night  

 
 
 

 
Friday, January 29th at 7:00  

 

We have arranged a PHun outing for the PHlock as we have a block of 
tickets (35) saved for our Parrot Head club.  

 PLEASE NOTE DETAILS:  
-Tickets are $15.00 each  

-We are located upstairs in the area by the BAR section (the most ap-
propriate place for us :>)  

- I have arranged an opportunity to have some that want to, partici-

pate in some of the half time activities.   That will be determined at the 
game.  

This is a new event for us and one that will be a lot of PHun!   Again 
please reply to the Evite that you received if you want to go.  

http://www.margaritaville.com/
http://www.samsboat.com/austin/index.html
http://www.wickedcode.com/
http://www.jerrydiaz.com/
http://www.margaritamafia.com/margaritamafia/
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Those Who Have 

Our Hearts!  

Donate towards the 

feeding and care of 

two of Blue & Gold 

Macaws! 

We collect and donate 

childrenõs books and 

magazines! 

Ongoing collection and 

donation of pop-tops 

for cash! 

Donations of money 

raised through the An-

nual Pirateõs Ball and 

Raffles! 

 

Pardi Gras!  

By: Connie Gray  

Pardi Gras began in November 1997 

in New Orleans and was originally 
called Meeting of the Mindless.  The 

event is put together by Jerry Diaz of 
the band, Hannaôs Reef.  Over time, 

Jerry changed the name of the event 
to Pardi Gras.  It is now always held 

beginning the Thursday before the 
Martin Luther King birthday holiday, 

and continues all weekend.  

 

This year, the event will be held Janu-
ary 14 ï 17.  The host hotel is the 

Bourbon Orleans, which is right on 
Bourbon St.  Venues for most of the 

action and fun are Margaritaville and Tropical Isles 1 and 2.  Jerry 
has done a great job working with the city for this shindig.  On Sat-

urday afternoon, Bourbon Street is closed to vehicle traffic and the 
street party begins!  Saturday night, the king and queen of Pardi 

Gras are named at Tropical Isle, which is followed by a parade 
down to Margaritaville!  Great fun!  

 

Thereôs a bunch on Sunday morning at Margaritaville, if you are for-

tunate enough to purchase tickets.  

 

This is a great event, with fun for everyone.  Read more and regis-
ter at http://www.pardi -gras.com/homepage.html  

 

 

 

http://www.safeplace.org/site/PageServer
http://www.austinzoo.org/index.php
http://www.dellchildrens.net/index.asp

